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PREFATORY NOTE

The traditional music of the chants of the Armenian Liturgy has been arranged and
harmonized in European notation four times by four different musical scholars. The first
attempt in this respect was made by an Italian, Pietro Bianchini, in 1877, whose work was
published by the Press of Mekhitarist Congregation in Venice, under the title: Chanss
Liturgiques de V'Eglise Armenienne.

The second version has been written down by Amy Apcar and has been published
in Calcutta in 1896 and then again in 1920 in an enlarged form (printed in Leipzig),
under the title: Melodies of the Holy Apostolic Church of Armenia. Amy Apcar’s work
is in three volumes and contains exhaustively all the propers of the variables of the Divine
Liturgy.

The third rendering of the Armenian liturgical music into Eiropean form has been
the work of Makar Ekmalian, who has made two arrangements: one in three parts for
male voices only and another in four parts for mixed choirs. Ekmalian’s work has been
published in 1896 by Krikor Meghwinian in Leipzig and Vienna under the title “Chants
of the Sacred Liturgy of the Armenian Church.”

The fourth version was the work of Komitas Vardapet, the renowned Armenian
musical scholar. The Komitas version has been arranged and harmonized in counter-
punctal form in four parts for male voices only. It was published in 1933 in Paris, by
Komitas Committee under the title: “Chants of the Sacred Liturgy of the Armenian Apos-

tolic Church.”

The Ekmalian and Komitas versions of the traditional music of the Armenian
Liturgy are the two accepted versions and are the only important ones extensively used in
Armenian churches.

The present volume contains the Komitas version of the music of the Armenian
Liturgy, arranged for mixed choirs and prepared for publication by Wardan Sarxian, who
has faithfully adhered to the original rendering and harmonization of Komitas Vardapet.

The following chants in this volume have been arranged and harmonized by Wardan
Sarxian himself and on them he reserves all rights of reproduction and publication:

Hymn of Vesting (pages 1-3).

Jashou Hymn for Easter (pages 22-23).

Three Hagiodies (pages 30-38).

Cherubicon (pages 39-42).

Hymn of the Preface (pages 49-53).

Service for the Repose of Souls (pages 88-95).
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